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1907. 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



income already suggested. Its members and friends 
are therefore urgently invited to make their contribu- 
tions for 1907, if possible, much larger than heretofore. 
Gifts of whatever amount will be gratefully received and 
acknowledged. All checks should be made payable to 
the American Peace Society. 



New Assistant Secretary. 

The subject of an Assistant Secretary of the American 
Peace Society has been under consideration for some 
time. The work of the Society has grown so much in 
the last two years that additional executive help has 
become imperative. The Executive Committee there- 
fore, at a meeting held on the 22d of December, voted 
unanimously to invite Rev. James L. Tryon, rector of 
the Episcopal Church at Attleboro, Mass., to serve the 
Society as Assistant Secretary. Mr. Tryon has replied 
that he will accept the position and take up the duties as 
soon as he can properly sever his connection with his 
church. He is expected therefore to enter upon the new 
position about the 1st of February. Mr. Tryon has been 
for some time a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Society, and has recently served as chairman of the com- 
mittee on work among the churches. He is thoroughly 
acquainted with the Society's aims and work, and is genu- 
inely and actively interested in the international peace 
movement. He is a man of ability, energy and progres- 
siveness of spirit, alive to all the larger humanitarian 
problems of the time. He has had five years of expe- 
rience as a newspaper man, and is therefore peculiarly 
fitted to take charge of the Press Bureau which the 
Board of Directors are planning to establish in connec- 
tion with the office as soon as sufficient funds are secured 
for the purpose. With this addition to its office force, 
and with the increased contributions which are expected 
for the work of the new year, the Society hopes to be 
able during 1907 greatly to enlarge both the scope and 
the efficiency of its labors. It invites and believes that 
it will receive the earnest, active interest and cooperation 
of all its members and friends in every part of the nation. 



New Year's Greetings : Warmest New Tear's 
greetings to all the peace workers everywhere. The 
past year has been, on the whole, one of unusual 
strengthening of the foundations of peace, and the new 
year opens with no war in progress anywhere, and, so 
far as can be foreseen, none in prospect. This has hap- 
pened before in human history at the opening of the new 
year, but not often, until recently. The year before us, 
with the Hague Conference in prospect, — a representa- 
tive peace conference of all the nations of the world, — 
is full of splendid promise. Let it be, on the part of all 
of us, a year of faith, and hope, and courage, and untir- 
ing activity in the great cause of humanity, such as we 
have never yet lived. 



Editorial Notes. 

We have received a letter from the 
Death of International Peace Bureau at Berne, 

Elie Ducommun. 

Switzerland, announcing the sudden 
death, from pneumonia, on the 6th of December, of its 
general secretary, Mr. Elie Ducommun. Mr. Ducom- 
mun's death will bring great sorrow and regret into all 
peace circles in every country. He had been secretary 
and general manager of the Peace Bureau ever since its 
organization in 1891. He had edited and distributed 
the Correspondance Bimensuelle, the semi-monthly 
organ of the Bureau, through which he had kept the 
peace societies in different countries in intelligent touch 
with each other. He had edited the reports of the 
Peace Congresses, and executed as head of the Bureau 
the resolutions of the Congresses. Of most of the 
Congresses he had served as general secretary, and of 
the Lucerne Congress in 1905 he was the efficient presi- 
dent. 1902, the second year of its distribution, he and 
Dr. Gobat, the secretary of the Interparliamentary 
Bureau, were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. He 
was the author of a number of pamphlets on the peace 
question, on which he both wrote and spoke with 
intelligence, vigor and eloquence. During the fifteen 
years which he gave to the direction of the Peace Bureau, 
being most of the time the secretary of the Jura-Simplon 
Railway Company, he received no compensation for his 
services, generously and self-sacrificingly consecrating 
his time and energies to the cause in which he was so 
deeply and unselfishly interested. Mr. Ducommun was 
universally recognized by all of us who came into con- 
tact with him year after year as a man of strength and 
wisdom, and of peculiar tact and good judgment. He 
would quickly- gather up the threads of animated dis- 
cussion and formulate a resolution that would give as 
nearly as possible satisfaction to everybody. He was 
the leader of the peace movement in Switzerland and 
will be greatly missed by his fellow-countrymen. For- 
tunately the movement is so widely and well-developed 
there that it will certainly go on, in spite of his death, 
without any serious interruption or impairment. 



The peace workers in Germany are 
The Next already astir in view of the holding of 

Peace Congress. J ° 

the Sixteenth International Peace Con- 
gress at Munich next autumn. The Munchener Neueste 
Nachrichten of December 1 gives an account of a 
meeting of the Munich Peace Society on November 
28th, in which Professor Quidde, after giving his im- 
pressions of the Milan Congress, laid before his fellow 
townsmen the subject of the Congress to be held at 
Munich next August or September. He declared that 



